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Introduction 
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the light of the world 
Please Read: Luke 2: 1- 40

The Christmas story is likely one of the most well-known stories throughout all the history of the world.
 Even those who don't believe & follow the Way, have some familiarity with the religious reasons that
surround Christmas.    
 
The Christmas story is an unbelievable story of a virgin who gave birth to a baby boy that would be the
Savior of the world.  Though His gift of salvation from eternal damnation could’ve been the extent of His
accomplishment for the world, He went to great lengths to leave us with a Light that would extinguish
the darkness that exists in our earthly state. 
 
JESUS, the King of all kings joined the ranks of humanity & was born into the humble condition of a
barn.  Don’t think pretty, vintage white barn, with a crystal chandelier, think smelly, damp barn with
cattle & hay.  We tend to glorify the manger scene with white sparkling nativities.  We think of it as a
perfect story instead of a difficult earthly reality.    
 
 Jesus in His humanity had to contain all the glory of heaven in an infant body.  But it was a necessary
part of the story to provide us with the light of His salvation. 
 
He came to light up all the dark places where we struggle.  Where we hide our shame & guilt.  He came
to take it all away.    
 
We cannot celebrate Christmas without celebrating the reason for the manger scene. It was part of a
journey to the cross on which Jesus died to give us the light of eternity.  
 
So this year in the celebration of the birth of a little baby in a manger, let’s keep in mind how every part
of Jesus lights our way & gives us light by which to live.  Let’s keep in mind that the creator of light
became our Gift of Light.



DAY 1 
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waiting for the light 
Please Read: Acts 13:16-39 & Isaiah 9:2 & 6

The hardest thing in life is waiting.  Waiting in line, waiting your turn, waiting for a package, waiting for a
diagnosis…  
 
The list could go on & on.  Though waiting is hard, waiting isn’t always bad.  Think of the final result of
waiting for cookies to bake or a baby to be born.   
 
The waiting is worth the wait. The world waited for Jesus for 2,000 years.  Though most of it didn’t know
it was waiting, the chosen people did.  They were expecting a Savior to be born.  They knew it had
been prophesied in days gone by.    
 
They had been enslaved by so many masters & involved in so many wars.  They were in search of
peace that would last & they knew it was to come through the Promised One. But when Jesus finally
came, His coming was so misunderstood, unexpected & mundane, that many missed the arrival of the
Savior of the world.  
 
Our modern celebration of Christmas can be this way.  There are so many things to do in the days
leading up to the actual holiday that, in all our hurriedness of meals to cook, parties to attend & gifts to
wrap, we unfortunately sometimes miss the beautiful waiting of the Promised One.    
 
We miss that He came to give us abundant life because our to-do list has stolen our joy.  We have been
enslaved to the master of Christmas commercialism & the search of picturesque perfection.   
 
 We have the privilege of hindsight in our waiting, so we know He eventually went to the cross & saved
our souls but do we trust Him enough to wait on Him to save our earthly reality?  Sometimes we
become so focused on how we think things "should be," we forget the incredible blessing of "what is."    
 
Could we possibly wait on Jesus to come & be the Savior that lights our way in the darkness of our
situations? Could we, this Christmas, commit to rejoicing in the beautiful waiting?  
 
Something to Ponder:   Take inventory of what you are waiting on in life.  How could the light of Jesus
change that situation?  



DAY 2 
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the light upon us 
Please Read: Luke 2:32, John 8:1-12 & Isaiah 60:1-2

I love the soft light of a candle’s glow or the cozy feeling of a lamp in a darkened room.  It brings me a
sense of comfort in the early morning hours to turn on lamps throughout my house & seek refuge in my
anchor place with God.  
 
Jesus came to earth to be a Light that would reveal God to everyone in the entire world.  The Jewish
people knew they were waiting on the Light to come, but the Gentiles {non-Jews} did not.    
 
Sometimes we don’t even know how dark our present situation is until a ray of light shines into it.  Our
eyes become accustomed to straining to find our way in the dark.  But when the gentle kindness of a
soft light comes in, it begins to illuminate the whole entire room.  
 
Light cannot be contained.  It can be hidden & it can be shut off, but it cannot be held hostage to the
dark.  Darkness can never overpower light.  
 
It is the same with Jesus as our Light.  Once His Light enters our life, we can choose to hide it by
ignoring it, or we can choose to walk away from it, but if even a little bit of it illuminates our situation,
then our entire path is lit by His glory. 
 
Just as a soft candle or lamp lights a dark room & gives light to areas you could not see in the dark,
Jesus’ grace lights our path, gently, full of grace without any condemnation & we are set free to walk in
the way of light.  
 
Something to Ponder:  Could you look directly at Jesus’ light in your life so that it becomes the focus of
your current circumstances?    



DAY 3 
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gracious light 
Please Read: John 1:1-16

My heart is captivated by the words of verse 16, in John chapter 1.  Grace upon Grace.    
 
Jesus left eternity to become human so that we might leave our humanness to have eternity.  It’s an
overwhelming thought.    
 
When His deity invaded the humanity of a physical body, grace gently illuminated the world.  In verses 4
& 5 of today’s reading, John tells us that Jesus brought us life & that the life He gives us is a light
shining in the middle of our darkness.    
 
This is what our modern celebration of Christmas is really about.  Before we became entangled in the
contemporary trappings of Christmas, it was God’s glory, in the body of a baby who came to give us
fullness of life & a light to shine in our darkness.    
 
The dictionary tells us that light is something that makes things visible, an illuminating agent, or
radiance from a particular thing.  Jesus is the channel of light that makes things in our life visible &
illuminates all the dark places where the enemy wants to keep us bound to thinking that doesn’t let us
live in the abundance of being co-heirs with Jesus.  
 
We are meant to radiate the light that is given to us.  Like a candle in the dark, we are meant to
overflow His light & grace.  But we often live like we don’t have a source to keep us burning.    
 
The light of Jesus is here to keep our life lit & full of abundance but we shy away from it because we
don’t believe we are worthy of living a life in His abundance, we don’t think He is really enough or we
are too busy keeping our lives looking Christian without wanting to really live His ways.    
 
God is faithful.  He promises us His ways are better than ours.  He tells us we can live an abundant life,
walking in His light.  He sent Jesus to put on flesh & blood to live out His grace & truth before us so that
we could be called His children.  
 
Something to Ponder:   How has Jesus brought gracious light to your life in the past?  What specific
things in your life do you need to place in the ray of His gracious light today?  



DAY 4 
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called into the light 
Please Read: Matthew 5:14-16, 1 Peter 2:9 & Romans 8:12-17

There is a beautiful story, written by the Author of the past, present & future.  In it He creates a people
who have perfect community, living in intimacy with Him.  Sadly, these people fell for a lie by the
ultimate deceiver.  Their nearness to God was broken & the Creator knew He must do something to
restore the fellowship between Himself & humanity.    
 
So God, in His divine plan, sent His only begotten Son to the earth to walk in human flesh.  He came as
a baby in a manger in order to restore the intimacy He desired with mankind. Thus the never-ending
love story continues.   The Light of the world put on skin & in doing so made a way for me to carry His
light in my life.  
 
In His marvelous plan, the One that deeply desires an intimate relationship with us made a way for us to
not only live in eternity but walk in abundance.  He gave us His light to carry around in our hearts & in
Matthew He tells us that we are now also the light of the world.      
 
Though we were not there the day He slept in a manger, the day they laid His body in the tomb or the
glorious day He came out of that dark death hole, He still gives us His light through the power of the
Holy Spirit.  And when we accept the light He offers, we are then the light of the world, chosen by Him
to be His special people & made complete as co-heirs with Christ.    
 
All of that simply means when God looks at us, He sees Jesus, the Light of the world.  When the world
looks at us, they should see Jesus, the Light of the eternal salvation.  We carry Jesus around in our
bodies & we become the light of the world.    
 
We are the light to illuminate a dark place through kindness, love & grace.  
 
As we celebrate the wonder of His birth in Bethlehem, let us not forget to celebrate that his birth called
us into the glorious light.    
 
Something to Ponder:  How would your life look different if you walked around with a keen awareness
that the Light of the world shines through you to the darkness?  



DAY 5 
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walking in the light 
Please Read: Luke 1:78-79, 2 Corinthians 4:6 & Ephesians 5:8-10

Think of the last time you tried to walk through a dark room.  You probably put your hands out in front of
you & walked slowly so as not to bump into or step on anything {especially if you have toys on the floor
of every room of your house}.  
 
Even if we are in a familiar place, such as our own home, walking in the dark brings challenges.  We
strain to be able to see because the darkness distorts our perception of space & depth.  We think we
are closer or farther from objects than we truly are.    
 
But if we illuminate the smallest bit of space in the room with light, we can see clearly enough to take
the very next step confidently.    
 
Light is effective.  When it is dark, just a little bit of light goes a long way, but once your eyes have
grown accustomed to that light, you need even more of it to see more clearly.  Just as the sun rises
gently out of the darkened night sky, until it fully illuminates the entire space of a day, so Jesus gently
illuminates our lives.   
 
He first shines a small light, enough for us to see that we are living in darkness. But then He lets His
light in our lives grow.  As we gaze into the face of Jesus Christ, His light dawns & illuminates more &
more of our darkness.   Once we let Him in, He refines places in our lives with His light.  
 
Because we live in this fallen world, we don’t just live in one little dark corner.  The entirety of our lives
is darkened by the sin that wars around us for our attention.  But if we take the small light of His first
pursuit of us & carefully nurture it, choosing to focus on it, then the darkness fades & the light in us
grows so we can more effectively shine light outward to a dark world.    
 
Jesus is the light from on high that came to us to guide us in walking through life & He is the light from
on high that guides us to walk in a way that lights the path around us so others can see as well.  
When we let the Light of the world illuminate our hearts & lives, He chases the darkness away.  Light
always overpowers darkness.    
 
Something to Ponder:   Are there dark places that you are waking in where you need the light of Jesus
to guide you into complete freedom.  



Conclusion 
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We have the promise of eternity with the Light to guide us.  It's amazing to
know that Christ will bring the beginning of creation full circle with the tree of
life in eternity. His desire to have intimacy with us will be perfected when we
are with Him forever.  
 
We will never again have to worry about sickness, pain, suffering or
brokenness.  Until then, the Light guides us on this earth so we can be lights
to the hurting places of the world.   
 
This Christmas may you ponder the Light of the world that came into your
waiting to be set free.  May He give you a full sense of the security that
comes with sitting in His light, being called into His light & walking in His light.
  
 
I pray you will be overwhelmed by the realization that He has given you
"grace heaped upon grace." {John 1:16 MSG} And then, may the Light that
illuminates your life, shine so brightly that others see the glory of God &
glorify Him in return.    
 
Merry Christmas!

the light that never ends 
Please read: Revelation 22:1-5


